Issue 3 - September 2019
Primary and Secondary

The British Post

Principal's Welcome
Welcome to the October edition of The British Post!

As Autumn draws in, and Thadingyut approaches, our students are looking forward to the October
break - a much needed break after the Semester 1 tests, which are off to a fine and encouraging start!
Students are tackling their papers with enthusiasm and confidence, and we are looking forward to
another round of excellent results.
While our faculty members will also be enjoying a break, they will be coming back a few days earlier to
engage in the IB in-school workshop, Making the PYP Happen. This training is delivered by an IB
expert trainer, Mr John Sullivan, who is flying in from Bangkok, where he works at one of South East
Asia’s leading IB schools.
The training is aimed at equipping teachers with the skills they need to effectively engage in transdisciplinary lesson planning, bringing the IB programme of enquiry to the forefront across all
subject areas.
Ongoing professional development is integral to building a strong, confident, and effective faculty,
with far reaching benefits not only to the teacher, but also to students, parents, and the wider
school community as a whole.
I am also delighted to announce The Immerse Education Essay Competition 2020.
The Immerse Education Essay Competition offers students the opportunity to win a 100% scholarship to
participate on an Immerse academic summer programme at the Cambridge Summer School, 2020.
In order to enter, students aged 13-18 are required to submit essay responses to a pre-set question relating to their chosen subject
and age group. From Medicine, Computer Science, Physics to Computer Science, Creative Writing, English Literature, and many
more subjects, there is a category for every area of interest. Students from all nationalities are welcome to enter the competition.
We look forward to seeing our students’ entries and hope that one of our very own will have the opportunity of enjoying a
scholarship at Cambridge Summer School next year!
As their English teacher, I will, of course, be personally encouraging all of our secondary students aged 13 and above to get
involved and try their very best with this competition, which offers a chance for both the winner and the school to enjoy a great deal
of prestige!
As always, our doors are open should you wish to come and discuss anything at school. However busy we, as school leaders, are,
we are always on hand to help and assist where we can.
Wishing you all a productive and fruitful October!
Darren Smillie
School Principal

RBIS Primary Students field
trip to Yangon Indoor Skydiving
How long will I fly? Will I be floating or flying?
Are you Scared? Will Hana fly away since
she is so tiny? These were just a few of the
question the kids were asking that morning
as we were all getting ready for this
adventure packed day!
We all went indoor skydiving three weeks
ago. “Indoor skydiving” well, another way of
saying we were all going to jump into a giant,
wind tunnel that simulates free-fall.
Emotions, smiles, laughter and adrenaline
were all the mix feelings that were rushing
through our bodies that morning as we made
our way to “Indoor Skydiving Yangon”.
We all got out of the bus still unsure if we were all going to go through with it. It sounded scary, “I’m not
even good at regular sports”, some of the kids stated.
After we all went through a mini training that taught us about proper mid-air posture, we got into our
oversized jumpsuits (which made all the first graders look so adorable) and we waited—heart racing—in a
small booth, breathing heavily, sweaty palms, for the instructor, who’d be in there with us to make sure that
the little one’s didn’t fly all the way back to school. The instructor signal us to get ready and without thinking
about it too much Sukhveer got into superman-flying-position and basically dove into the wind tunnel like it
was a pool.
“I did it” Sukhveer shouted. “The wind was everywhere. I was falling and rising and being whipped around
but I love it”. We all have great memories of smiles and cute funny faces getting blown up by the force of the
wind tunnel that made us fly, but the moment that we were all waiting for was that time when Hana, one of
our youngest students here at RBIS was ready to jump in with her tiny little jumpsuit that made her look like
the cutest power ranger ever.
Off she went, diving into the wind, floating round like an ember
from a burning tree. By that moment all of us felt a connection
that united us in a way that only the ones that were there
would only understand. We gained perseverance & grit, we
engaged, we committed, we stepped out of our comfort zone
and we soared.
After having our lunch, sharing our favorite moments, with
new bonds created and the feeling that anything is possible
we returned to our RBIS home eager to share our adventure
with our fellow high school mates and to let them know that
we are tough as them. Really glad to have been a part of this
Primary field-trip sometimes the connections that we as
teachers make with our students outside of the classroom is
what drives us to keep up the good work and inspire our
young not only through education but also adventures and
graceful moments in life.

RBIS Secondary Leadership Camp
The RBIS had their first ever Leadership Camp last September 13th-15th , 2019. This was one of the best highlights
for secondary students to have an outdoor activities together with their classmates, schoolmates and some teachers
as well. This leadership camp was over 3 days, allowing students to take part in an experience that is out of school
hours, including sleeping away from home. It happened at Nwe Saung, the country’s premier beach destination with a
six-hour drive from Yangon. There were 12 students joined the Leadership Camp. As they learned so much from this
Leadership Camp, to be independent, to work as a team, to improve social skills, to trust with their team and to believe
in themselves and of course to have fun in doing all the activities. Students and teachers were team up into 2: Team A
(White) and Team B (Blue)

Students arrived on time at school that morning, all set
and excited for the adventure waiting for them. Upon
arrival at Eskala Hotel Ngwe Saung, welcome drinks
and the friendly staff of the resort greeted the students.
Children rushed to their designated rooms after being
placed in respective groups. After an hour of rest and
preparation, the Team A and Team B kick-start the
exciting team building and leadership games
It was a tight games with our Day 1 Leadership Camp
Activities. During the evening, we had a great time as
we enjoy their delicious and fresh seafood. After that
the 2 teams practiced for their skid and song/dance
performance for the Campfire.
Day 1:

Then we had midnight trail, walking around
the area of the hotel and sea shore. After all
that long and tiring walk everyone was ready
to sleep.
Day 2: It was a gloomy and cloudy morning to start the day with
morning exercise. It is good to be hydrated before having
breakfast where everyone was ready for another competitive day.
After the breakfast everyone got ready for an elephant visit in
Ngwe Saung Elephant Camp. Students enjoyed the place with the
elephants by feeding them and taking pictures with the sweet and
cute elephants. Then went back to the hotel for lunch. Afterwards,
the day 2 leadership camp activities continued.

Later after the activities students were free to play games in the
pool and in beach, as the students did swimming and played beach
volleyball.

In the evening, we had dinner served with seafood barbecue
buffet. As we are all tired all day we deserved good food. It
was our last night so we had a campfire activity. But before
we started the campfire we had fireworks. During the
Campfire each teams enjoyed their performances and some
of them have a heartfelt messages and their reflections
throughout the leadership camp. As they express their
thoughts.
Team A’s skit had a concept of passing the legacy to the
children for the better future as they featured the IB profile
and sang “Believer by Imagine Dragons” while Team B’s skit
was one of the classroom’s scenario showing the different
personalities of the each students, as they express their
messages/reflection/thoughts about the leadership camp and
had performed dance performance “Burn by Ellie Goulding”
After all the skids and song/dance performances Mr. Prash, Ms.
Ariel and Mr. Myat had discussed who won for the skit and
song/dance performances. After a while Mr. Prash announced
the winner as he said both team performances were fantastic
and amazing. But there was only one winner and that goes to
Team Blue. In the end, Mr. Prash congratulates everyone for a
successful and wonderful leadership camp. Thus, he announced
the overall champion and that is the Team Blue.
Then all team got together had a time to bond more in roasting
marshmallow on the fire, grilling fresh shrimp and singing along
together. After all the leadership camp activities
It was a camp with full unforgettable memories, adventure and
moments where students participated in a range of enjoyable
and challenging activities together. For everyone it was full of
tiring challenges that tested our physical, mental and even
emotional abilities. This provides students with the opportunity to
develop leadership and communication skills, goal setting, time
management techniques and to collaborate more effectively in
teams. Ultimately, students learn to take responsibility for their
own learning in preparation for life at school, sports and beyond.
We hope next year’s Leadership camp more students would join
us to experience this memorable and incredible adventure.

International Cultural Festival
Royal British International School is a highly diverse school community. Families and Staff speak 20
different mother tongue languages, including English, Japanese, Spanish, Italian, Hindi, Nepali,
Myanmar and Vietnamese.
To celebrate this diversity, the school hosts an annual Cultural Day Celebration for the whole school
community. Primary Years Program (IBPYP) students get the chance to proudly share their cultural
backgrounds.

This year’s event was based on
‘Similarities as well as Diversities’ as the
event links to the IB Learner Profile. I
noted a commonality between many of the
IB learner profile attributes and the
characteristics of what makes a strong
student. For example, they are risk takers,
principled and balanced.

We owe a very special thank-you to The Embassy of Malaysia and The
Philippine Embassy in Yangon for their generous and heart-felt
contributions to this fantastic event. Students moved from class to class
and table to table, observing cultural artifacts, food and books.
In recognition of the great effort made, we would like to acknowledge
the following:
Best Costume: Hanna - Grade 1 (Japan) &
Moe Myat - Grade 4 (Japan)
Best Displayed Countries: Philippines & Malaysia
Best Performance: India & Philippines
Best Food: Japan
Best Teacher Costume: Ms. Junie

RBIS Paretents Mixer

A Parents mixer was held on 21st September 2019. It was held to promote communication between parents
and teachers which is essential for the student’s success and betterment. We intend to promote the welfare
of children and youth in the school, community and place of worship. We are grateful to have some new
students this year and we appreciate more parents coming up to attend the parents mixer. The room was
filled with the energy and enthusiasm. We had some great discussions, suggestions and interaction with all
those present. We are now excellently positioned to move forward.
Mr. Prash introduced all teachers to parents and discussed
about some new plans for the academic year 2019-2020. All
the parents voted together for the selection of new PTA
Chairman- Mr. Mrinal Mukherjee, Vice Chairman- Ms.
Sugatawagawa and Committee Member- Mr. Alex Lee for the
academic year 2019-2020.
One of our checkpoint-2 students Ira Pundir, who is
leaving us soon, gave a very heartfelt speech. We all got
emotional. This mixer gave parents the opportunity to talk
with all subject teachers for their child’s performance. The
guests also enjoyed the snacks provided by the RBIS
canteen. The entire RBIS family extended their vote of
thanks to all the parents for their precious time.

September 12th --- Primary Field Trip
September 13th to 15th --- Secondary leadershop camp
September 20th --- International Cultural Day
September 21st --- Parents Mixer
September 30th to 7th October --- Semester 1 exam
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